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Analysis of the Literature on the Cooperative Section with the
Community in Acute-care Hospitals
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'*Kobe City College of Nursing, **Nursing Management and Administration, Kobe City College
of Nursing, ®*Analytical Health Science, Graduate School of Health Sciences,
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Abstract
Health care systems have recently been reformed in Japan and acute-care hospitals have begun to set specialized
sections that promote cooperation with the community for early discharge of patients. The purpose of the present
study was to prepare basic data for the cooperative system with the community in acute-care hospitals by reviewing
the literature, and to consider possible future issues.
The Igaku-chuo-zasshi database during the past 5 years was searched for the following key words; "sections for co-

noon

operation with the community”, "sections for the community medicine", "sections for nursing consultation”, "sections

"on

, "sections for medical cooperation with the community” ,"sections for general consul-
tation", "sections for medical cooperation”, and "sections for medical social welfare”. Excluding for double-count

for instruction of long term care

literatures, literatures describing sections without function for discharge assistance, those on no-acute-care hospital,
and those with ambiguous description of sections, 61 reports were selected.

By the analysis of these reports, the following findings were revealed; 1)community-core hospitals with more than
200 beds tended to have specialized sections, which were set mostly from 1994 to 2001, 2) many of them had nurses
as staffs in these sections or, in some occasions, all staffs were nurses, 3) the cooperation with the other sections in
the hospital itself was suggested to be important in many literatures, and 4) problems held by these sections were
that they had to set a limitation to the subjects because of too many needs and the lack of receivers of the patients.
Based on the governmental promotion in the clarification of hospital functions, view points of acute-care hospitals
have shifted from hospital-based treatment to home-based care, and the needs to assist care at home have increased.
Then, specialized sections have recently been set and many nurses have been participating in these sections by assist-
ing discharge. Problems to be solved are that there are over needs and less service after patients' discharge and
personals in the sections need to be increased, and that services for the patients after acute-care should be improved.

Key words: cooperation with community, acute care hospitals, assistance for discharge
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