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Abstract

In order to be more accountable for the resources nurses offer and the results we achieve, there is a need to use
an integrated assessment process that will contribute to a better understanding of the services we deliver.

The purpose of this study was to examine the reliability of the “Japanese Assessment and Care Plan for Long-
Term Care” developed by the Japan Visiting Nursing Foundation. Using this assessment instrument, two nurses
assessed the same patient in order to investigate what factors caused differences between their results.

The characteristics of the differences in the assessments were compared. However, there were no significant
differences. The findings of the two nurses were in substantial agreement in terms of the following : 1.
Consideration of falls; 2. Consideration of bowel and bladder control ; 3. Consideration of infection, fever, and
other such physical problems. As for these agreed on, both nurses picked up on the above physical problems using
the assessment instrument.

It is important to promote this assessment instrument as a package in order to support equity of access to continu-
ing care services, reduce duplication of effort in assessment, and provide the necessary information by which nurses
can continually evaluate and improve our continuing care services.
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