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Abstract

The purpose of this survey is to understand the current status of the integrated nursing practice program in three- and four-year training courses as
seen by nursing teachers, the extent to which the goals of the integrated nursing practice are achieved, and the effectiveness of the program.

An anonymous self-administered survey was conducted by post with 818 nursing teachers at 198 nurse training schools across Japan between
March and April 2017. The total number of responses was 194 (response rate 23.7%), of which 186 were valid and complete (valid response rate 95.9%).
The survey gathered information on nursing teachers perceptions of practical training objectives, practical training methods, and student learning in
integrated practical training in three- and four-year training courses. The responses were analyzed, and a y -square test or Fisher s exact test used to
compare the three- and four-year groups. Factor analysis was performed to identify the effects of the integrated nursing practice (maximum likelihood
method, promax rotation), and the factor score was calculated. Group means were compared by t-test.

The most common responses regarding the practicum goals were “clarify their tasks based on previous learning experiences” (80.3%), “take responsible
actions as a member of the medical team” (74.2%), and “as a member of a nursing team, develop nursing in team activities™ (71.9%). Nine goals showed
a significant difference when three- and four-year groups were compared, such as priority judgment and handling of multiple tasks, and the percentage
of three-year courses that set goals was high. The effects of integrated nursing practice were identified as four factors: “F1 - learning the perspective
of practicing as a member of the nursing team,” ‘F2 - imagining the future of the nursing profession,” “F3 - deepening the understanding of organized
nursing activities,” and ‘F4 - deepening the understanding of collaborative nursing activities.” F1 was significantly higher in the three-year (0.172+0.778)
than the four-year system (-0.348+1.156), and 4 was significantly higher in the four-year (0415+0.961) than the three-year system (-0.2060.729).

In the three-year system, there was a tendency to focus on practicing as a member of the nursing team, while in the four-year system there was a
tendency to concentrate on deepening the understanding of collaborative nursing activities. Moreover, it was suggested that nursing teachers recognize
that integrated nursing practice not only enables the nursing students to learn practical nursing in the field but also plays a role in career education.
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