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What and How the Political Theory Can Tell Now?:
Political Philosophy of Osamu Kawasaki
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ABSTRACT

Osamu Kawasaki’s three books published in 2010 are led by the question: “what” and “how” the political theory can
tell now? This question is important, because the political science has undergone criticism in two ways. It has been
criticized from economics or sociology that principles which pierce human society are not political but economic and
a social. It also has been criticized from the postmodernism that the political science cannot put its principles as uni-
versal. As a result, the politics must ask itself what could it tell if it is not the political principle, and how could it
tell if it does not put the principle universally.

Kawasaki responds to these two criticism from the front. First, politics cannot be reduced to economic or social fac-
tors, so that the political science must tell “the political.” “The political” is defined as follows: what is concerned with
the common and total order supported by the approval of members.” It must be “socialistic” which put the social
problem into the range. On the other hand, the politics cannot present “the political” as universal any longer, but
must present it as part of communication as agén.

Prototype of such Kawasaki’s quest for “the political” is the political philosophy of Arendt. If the role of political
philosophy is not telling self-righteously the political principle drawn solipsisticly, either, it is not living peacefully in
relativism and affirming the present situation, either, but is continuing pursuing “the political” based on the social,
presupposing the plurality and becomming of values.

Key words: political philosopy, the political, post-modernism, H.Arendt, J-F.Lyotard



